“We want to be able to sleep a gazillion people.” Liz Caan, an interior designer, ‘
on the message conveyed by an increasing number of clients who ask for bunk beds. Page 13

ASPECIAL SECTION
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER §, 2021

€he New Hork Times

AR

I A FARSE RN

~ g JANK BEILES FOR THE NEW YURK TIMES
5 SRR 4

and thelr company headgquarters.

.y‘!unhn Wallis, Page 8

A former 19th-century farm in western is now

Room for Everyone

Designing the multigenerational home -

SRR EANN 2D P EV S |

A Dutch photographer What would you get if an - Refugee housing al the
;;xplmes the many RV park and a boutique ! U.S.-Mexico border
faces of communal hotel had babies? - that is sustainable in all
living. Panache, with wheels. senses of the word,

BY vy MIIOKIKTIIEN | PAGE 14 BY TIM McKEQUGH | PAGE 6 BY ALASTAIR GORDON | PAGE 11




THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2021

CUSTOMIZING

Bunk Rooms Get a Higher Profile

These communal spaces may have humble roots, but
now they’re features with style, whimsy and nostalgia.

3 By EVE M. KAHN

e bunk bed, born two centuries ago as an
austerity measure, is living in some spien-
dgr. For country homies, luxury hotels and
yachts, architects and designers are them-
ifig and decking out the basic components
d%ﬂhn, railings and ladders with timbers,
Angy colors, playful cutouts and ginger-
ad.

jdn the realm of custom bunk rooms,

ere’s always an element of whimsy,” said

Kara Miller, an interior designer based in

Jupiter, Fla., who has trimmed bunk beds in

diagonal filigree based on Chinese Chippen-

dale precedents. When clients start to plan

new houses — “right out of the gate,” she

— the bedrooms’ windows, doors and

s are being configured to leave cubic

e available for bunk beds. She added,

“You can let your imagination run wild with
them”

The trend has been partly attributed to
Covid-19. As retreat from society may be re-
quired, some homeowners want to be pre-
pared to hole up someplace cheerful and
comforting, which can accommodate
groups of people not necessarily willing to
share mattresses. Liz Caan, an interior de-
Signer In Newton, Mass., said that her bunk
mnnl:um: had said, in effect, “We want to

to sleep a gazillion le”

.{T\)wm-n report that lmnm;)ms free up
flgor area while generating a sense of cama-
raderie, and that openings between cham-
bers allow for communication and clamber-
ihg *My grandkids Just love going in and
atit of those portholes,” said Margaret Con-
dit, whose Maryland shorefront house, de-
m by Purple Cherry Architects, has
el-colored trim on its white bunk
beds’ porthales. “Everybody says they

Want 1o sleep in that room,” she said.
“Nostalgia also helps motivate new bunk
commissions. David Williams, a marketing
Investment executive based in Annapo-
% Md., grew up and attended college while
siéeping in bunk beds. Purple Cherry Archi-
186ts designed twin bunk rooms for one of
8 homes, each with a U of six stacked beds
med in shiplap siding and painted off-
e. He described the sets as “certainly a
fun thing, and a great creator of space.” For
his grandchildren and subsequent genera-
tions, he added, “I hope those bunks be-
«comea part of their history, as it has for me.”
The furniture form, however, is not as his-
torical as it may seem. Natalie Larson, a
bedding history expert in Williamsburg,

Va,, said there were records of bunk beds in-
stalled in the early 19th century in prison
wards, railroad cars and military barracks.
Bunk rooms have also been used in sub-
marnes, military ships, schools, summer
camps, concentration camps and bomb
shelters. In combing archacological evi-
dence and wills and inventories, among
other sources, Ms. Larson said she had
found virtually no evidence that bunk beds
served residential or hospitality purposes
before the 20th century. Homeowners long
preferred lower-slung and more portable
beds, which could be dismantled or moved
aside in multipurpose rooms and sold off in
hard times. And owners of hotels or taverns
would simply have guests share mat-
tresses.

By the early 1900s, moviemakers were
portraying bunk beds unflatteringly. In the
“Three Stooges,” Moe, Larry and Curly try
to catch some sleep before crushing each
other as rickety bed tiers pancake. In the
Charlie Chaplin short film “Shoulder Arms,”
MNoodwaters pour into bunk rooms on a
World War I bartlefield.
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‘Top, bunk beds designed by Purple Cherry Architects for one of David
Williams' homes in Maryland. Above, bunk beds by Kara Miller. Top
right, a still image from Charlie Chaplin’s film “Shoulder Arms.”
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Not until midcentury does the bunk bed
develop any aura of high style. In the
“Brady Bunch,” the brothers Bobby and Pe-
ter shared a bunk bed painted sapphire
biue, with matching quilted bedcovers. In
the 1970s and '80s TV series “Diff'rent
Strokes,” the brothers Arnold and Willis
Jackson, living in a Park Avenue apart-
ment, tucked a desk under their L-shaped
bunk bed with brown tubular supports
vaguely modeled after tree trunks.

Jason Reid, the author of “Get Out of My
Room! A History of Teen Bedrooms in
America,” said that he watched “Diff'rent
Strokes” when it was new: “I remember as
a child coveting the bunk beds they had in
their room.” Reid’s book quotes Greg Brady,
the oldest of the three sons, who considered
sharing a room with his brothers’ bunks
“like a jall sentence”

As the bunk room'’s popularity grows, a
few complicating factors have emerged.
Changing the bedding calls for strength and
agility while maneuvering in tight corners
and atop ladders. “It's exhausting trying to
figure out how to make those beds,” Mr.
Williams said. Children need to be moni-
tored to prevent Injury because of jumps or
falls from bunks. Aging knees and hips,
among other body parts, can be poorly
suited to spending the night on upper levels.

A reporter recently decided to see how
well her limbs and sense of balance, after
nearly six decades of wear and tear, would
tolerate the bunk-room experience. At the
Arlo SoHo hotel in Manhattan, she climbed
along walnut-colored bed frames connected
by black ladders and pipe columns. Her
Joints made no protest, and from a top bunk,
she enjoyed a sense of superiority, with a
bird's-eye view of former industrial build-
ings. Cordell Nelson, the hotel's general
manager, reminisced while he gave her a
building tour. He said, “I always wanted a
bunk bed when I was a kid*
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